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A group of biomedicAl research charities is creating 
a joint fund for researchers who wish to publish in 
open-access journals, Research Fortnight has learned.

Six charities are expected to invest different 
amounts of money in a common fund of about £12 mil-
lion. They include Cancer Research UK, the British 
Heart Foundation and the Wellcome Trust, which will 
administer the fund. Researchers at institutions with 
funding from the charities can apply to the fund to 
cover the costs they incur when publishing papers and 
providing immediate, unrestricted open access. 

The creation of the fund is supported by the 
Association of Medical Research Charities as well as 
Wellcome, which has had a similar pot in place for its 
researchers since 2006. The six partners will run the 
fund as a pilot for 2 years from this autumn, and other 
charities will be able to join after the first year.

The move has been welcomed by librarians and 
open-access campaigners, who say it represents a 
significant shift towards making research outputs 
freely available.  

Pressure on charities to support open-access pub-
lishing has been growing. Many patient advocates 
and lay members on grant panels are concerned 
about limited access to research outputs, say sourc-
es from two different charities. “One of the biggest, 
strongest pushes for open access has been from the 
patient community,” says Michael Eisen, a biologist 
and prominent open-access advocate. “That can be a 
very powerful thing.”

Some charities, however, are worried that their 
donors are concerned about the money they raise for 
research being spent on academic publishing. 

“If I were a charity I would say to the marathon run-
ners: think of how ridiculous it is that you’re paying 
for this research and you can’t access it,” says Eisen. 
“That should deeply offend people.” This argument, he 
believes, will help charities make the case to donors 
that it is right to spend money on publishing.

However, one detail about the fund may make this 
more difficult. As it will be a common pot available to 
all researchers who are funded by one of the member 

charities, some charities may eventually come to sub-
sidise the publication of research funded by others.

It is already common for charities to ask the 
researchers they fund to publish in open-access jour-
nals. The BHF, for example, says it pays full or partial 
fees to ensure immediate, unrestricted open access to 
its published research. But other charities don’t always 
provide the funding. CRUK’s policy—due to be revised 
this autumn—says that there are no funds available 
for publishing but that researchers can use money left 
over from their grants. The average article processing 
charge is about $1,418 (£853), according to research 
commissioned by Wellcome and published in March.

Eisen says that some researchers have criticised 
such policies. “It’s good that charities are now 
acknowledging that if you’re going to make people do 
this then you have to pay for it,” he says.

It is hoped that the joint fund will make life easier 
for university staff responsible for ensuring that their 
academics comply with funders’ open-access policies. 
“Standardising policies for open access can really help 
those of us communicating those policies to academ-
ics,” says Chris Banks, director of library services at 
Imperial College London. 

She adds that a joint fund will streamline the pro-
cesses of libraries that manage the payment of APCs. 
“A merged open-access fund should certainly reduce 
the effort for libraries,” she says.

This point may also be welcomed by academics who 
are drawing on their university funds repeatedly for 
APCs. “With this fund you’ll have the huge advantage 
that researchers don’t directly incur the APC or have to 
go through their institution for it,” 
explains Martin Paul Eve, a founder 
of the Open Library of Humanities 
and a lecturer in English literature.

Full details of how the fund will 
operate are expected this week, 
when the partners sign a memoran-
dum of understanding.
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